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Finance Bill, as in the controversy raised by the
Agricultural Rates Bill, which was introduced in a
rather casual manner by Mr. Chaplin.

The arrangements made by Mr. Goschen for local
taxation (see his second and fourth budgets) had
remained unaltered except for the change necessitated
by the reform of the death duties in 1894 (see p. 80),
In 1893 Mr. Henry Fowler, then President of the
Local Government Board, made a .Report to the
Treasury (House of Commons, No. 168 of 1893), in
large measure a continuation of Mr. (loschen\s Report
of 1871 on the subject of local taxation, the gist of
which was that " while local rates had, during the
last twenty years, increased far more largely than
they had during the preceding half century, the
increase had been due to additional expenditure
incurred by urban authorities, mainly in connection
with sanitary and educational requirements . . . that
the substantially increased assistance rendered by the
general taxpayer to the local ratepayer under Mr.
Goschen's arrangements was a material set-off against
the rise in rates ; that as regards rural rates they
were comparatively low or had practically remained
stationary in recent years; and that if ratepayers
were overburdened it was the occupiers and not the
landlords who were overstrained " (Memorandum by
Sir Edward Hamilton for Royal Commission on
Local Taxation, 1899, p, 22).

But though the rates might be low, prices and
rents were lower, and the unsatisfactory condition of
agriculture had long been the subject of much dis-
cussion. The augmentation of the death duties in
1894 gave the landed interest an excellent opportunity